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Brief Background 
• CEZD was initiated as a project in 2013-16 
• A two year implementation phase is complete 2016-18 
• Now in our ‘achieving sustainability’ phase 
• CFIA funding core team  
• PHAC funding CNPHI platform and support 
• Partners funding their own members 

• All giving time, effort and support 
• Consistently produced a weekly intelligence report since 2016 

 
• WHY: to create a multidisciplinary community to generate 

anticipatory intelligence that provides early warning of 
emerging and zoonotic diseases 



Multidisciplinary  
Who is part of CEZD? 
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Job Titles 
• Biosecurity Program Specialist 
• Livestock Disease/Regulatory 

Programs 
• Policy Analyst 
• National Swine Health Initiative 
• Foreign Animal Disease Control 

Specialist 
• Medical Officer of Health 
• Communicable Disease 

Prevention and Control 
Specialist 

• Biologics Evaluator 
 

• Industry Development Officer 
• Beef Production Specialist 
• Avian Pathologist 
• Veterinary Virologist 
• Laboratory Liaison technical officer 
• Emergency Program Officer 
• Communications and Policy Officer 
• Agrologist 
• Computer Scientist 
• Food Safety Co-ordinator 

 



Job Titles 
15 Directors 
• Chief Engineer – Director of 

CNPHI 
• 3 “Director” 
• Director – emergency program 
• Director of Virology 
• Director of Animal Health Science 
• 2 Director/CVO 
• R&D Director 
 
3 Executive Directors 

 
7 Manager/General Manager 

 

• 10 Research Scientist 
• 20 Epidemiologist 
• 17 Veterinarian 
• 6 Risk Analyst/ Assessment/Advisor 
• 5 Public Health 

Epidemiologist/Veterinarian 
• 2 Assistant Professor/1 Professor 
• 2 Wildlife health specialist/technician 
• 1 Environmental Health Manager 
• 2 medical doctors 
• 21 no job title 



Multidisciplinary Community 

• We have a broad-based multi-disciplinary community, still 
have some gaps to fill 

 
• Have built a strong foundation to take the next steps in 

community development, particularly on domestic early 
warning 



CEZD Initial Intelligence Process 



Process Works 

16,670 signals 
received 

3435 filtered by 
the system  

155 considered 
relevant to Canada 

April 1, 2017 – March 31, 2018 

• Information volume 
is effectively 
decreased 

 
• Weekly Intelligence 

reports reliably since 
2016 



Evolution of Activities 
• Weekly Intelligence Reports 

• Enhanced weekly intelligence report currently 
being created 

• Pings 
• Information collection/discussion via Ping 
• Ticks on suids in Canada 
• Longhorn tick in Arkansas  
• Culicoides in Ontario 

 
• Ping follow up notifications with references further 

info 
• Follow up discussions on the monthly calls 

• Group notifications 
• Interesting findings , information distribution  
• e.g. Longhorned tick summary document 

 

• Situation Scoping Meeting 
• SADS CoV, Newcastle disease 

 

• Risk Profile 
• e.g. SADS CoV 

 
• Weekly evolving situation report 

• e.g. ASF 
 

• Hazard Risk Pathway Analysis 
• Rapid Risk Assessment 

 

https://www.cnphi-rcrsp.ca/qpp/poll/7902
https://www.cnphi-rcrsp.ca/qpp/poll/6902
https://www.cnphi-rcrsp.ca/qpp/poll/4461
https://www.cahss.ca/media/uploads/CEZD/documents/18-04-20_19-25/CEZD_SADS-CoV_China_Risk_Profile_2018_4_20.pdf
https://www.cahss.ca/media/uploads/CEZD/documents/19-02-05_18-12/CFIA_ACIA-11142080-v16-ASF_-_Weekly_Intelligence_Report.pdf


Evolution of Activities 

Monthly calls 
• Community management and 

development 
• Ping question discussions 
• Multidisciplinary discussions - 

Long horned tick 
 

Working Groups 
• Reporting and Analysis 
• Engagement 
  

 

Webinars 
• Climate change modelling 
 
• Wildlife health information platform 

 
• Simulation of Classical Swine Fever spread in 

Ontario 
 

• Risk mapping with GIS for Whirling Disease in 
Fish 
 

• African Swine Fever 
• What do we know, what has been done and are 

there unknown risks? 
• Clinical disease recognition 

 



Evolution – Domestic Early Warning 

Domestic Network Pilot Project 
• Groundwork for this is underway: 

• Terms of Reference are being defined 
• Community network evaluation to identify 

linkages and expertise 
• Which signals actually give ‘early warning’ 

from a domestic perspective 
• Not yet in the public realm 
• What is early warning vs early detection 
• How we disseminate signals, when, to whom 

 
• What is Early Warning for Vector Borne 

Diseases? 
 
 

 
 

Draft map of our community 



Vector Borne Diseases and CEZD 

• Vector-borne diseases are emerging diseases 
• CEZD shares information on vector-borne diseases 

and vectors 
• Aedes albopictus in Windsor, Culicoides in Ontario,  

Mayoro, Powassan and Usutu viruses 
• Welcome to join our community – passive or 

active 
• If you see something unusual in your work; want 

to ask a question to the community; or make 
linkages with other networks we can help to 
enable that 

• Increasing connections nationally by linking to 
other networks 



Want to join CEZD? 
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Contact one of our 
engagement team: 

• ana.ulmer-franco@gov.ab.ca 
• andrea.osborn@canada.ca  
• kathtodd@uoguelph.ca 
• eempringham@xplornet.com 
• hernan.ortegon@gov.ab.ca  
• harold.kloeze@canada.ca 
• julia.keenliside@gov.ab.ca 
• keith.murch@canada.ca    

Contact core team CFIA.CEZD-CMEZ.ACIA@Canada.ca 
  
Check out the CAHSS website 
https://www.cahss.ca/surveillance/emerging/ 
https://www.cahss.ca/groups/CEZD/  

 

mailto:ana.ulmer-franco@gov.ab.ca
mailto:andrea.osborn@canada.ca
mailto:kathtodd@uoguelph.ca
mailto:eempringham@xplornet.com
mailto:hernan.ortegon@gov.ab.ca
mailto:harold.kloeze@canada.ca
mailto:julia.keenliside@gov.ab.ca
mailto:Keith.murch@inspection.gc.ca
mailto:CFIA.CEZD-CMEZ.ACIA@Canada.ca
mailto:CFIA.CEZD-CMEZ.ACIA@Canada.ca
mailto:CFIA.CEZD-CMEZ.ACIA@Canada.ca
https://www.cahss.ca/surveillance/emerging/
https://www.cahss.ca/surveillance/emerging/
https://www.cahss.ca/groups/CEZD/
https://www.cahss.ca/groups/CEZD/


Network Synergy 

17 



Synergy between CAHSS and CEZD 
 • Interactions between 

networks offers powerful 
reach across the country 

• CEZD Ping question on 
ticks on suids in Canada 
was also sent to CAHSS 
Swine Sector networks 

• Responses from practicing 
veterinarians and their 
linked networks 

18 

https://www.cahss.ca/surveillance/swine/
https://www.cahss.ca/surveillance/swine/


What is the Canadian Animal Health Surveillance System ? 

• A network of animal health 
surveillance networks with 
representation from government, 
industry, academia, and other animal 
health and public health professionals 
 

• An initiative of the National Farmed 
Animal Health and Welfare Council 
with broad based collaborative 
support of industry and government  
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DRAFT New Website Image 



CAHSS offers:  
• Networks collaborating on issues and activities of 

common interest aligned with the purpose and 
principles of CAHSS 

• Information and intelligence exchange 
• Website for public or private information collection, 

cataloging, sharing, and notifications 
• A forum of broad based representation from all facets 

of industry, government, academia 

• The Council is incorporated and can provide 
support for funding applications 

• Opportunities arising to engage in CAHSS new 
organizational structure as network leads and co-
leads 

20 



 
 

21 
To join CAHSS go to our website www.cahss.ca fill out a membership declaration and send it to info@cahss.ca  

http://www.cahss.ca/
mailto:info@cahss.ca


Workshop in Next Day and a Half 
• Vector borne diseases network probably has the 

greatest interdisciplinary collaborative needs 
• What networks already exist within VBD? 
• What networks to you need to connect to? 
• What is early warning for VBD =  how does it fit 

with CEZD 
• What is the foundational structure that 

produces early warning for VBD? 
• What are the Vector Borne Disease Networks 

Priorities? 
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Contact: Dr Megan Bergman 
(204) 333-5375 
megan@ahwcouncil.ca  

mailto:megan@ahwcouncil.ca
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